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G EO RGE KASIM ATlS 

Th e institut ion of Enchoria Periousia (Domest ic propenyl 
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TIle property sta tus of the Ionian Islands. which is still in force today, 
differs grea tly from that which applies 10 th e regions of G reece tha t had been 

under O ttoman ru le. In thos e regions the land that didn 't belon g to private 
owners belongs to the legal person of the Slate. whereas in the Ion ian Island s 
it belongs 10 the local aut hor ity and is called En cho rios or Epicliorios 
Periousia, which existed uninterrupted ly during the Venet ian and Br itish rules 
and remained in force afte r the union of the Islands with Greece. by mean s o f 

the law RNIl X(i6. 
In the Ion ian Islands Enclioria Periousia covers all pro perty that doe s 

not belong to a private person or to the s tate by means o f a tit le deed . Th is 

property belongs to the local autho rity of each island, while its management 
was entrusted in each island individuall y to a Cornrn iu ce, the Com mittee of 
En chor ios or Ep ichorios Perio usia. The Com mittee consisted of represe n
tatives elected hy the adm inistration s of the local autho rity inst itut ion s 
(communities and municipalities), Today such a Committee exists only in 
Kythe ra and it runs the affairs o f Kythera a l1LI Anu kyth cra. In the other six 
islands, the En chori a Pcriou sut has eit her been distributed , in ihe pas t. lO the 
municipalities and communities o f eac h o lt hc larger islands. or has cease d 10 

exist as an instritu tion (in the smaller islands), In these six islands the mana
gemen t o f many es ta tes has been (illegally) seized by the Sta te .Th e institut ion 
of Enchorla Perio usia . although in (o rce for centuries. is held to he a pro

gressive instituti on of decen tralized public propert y, based on the rea l est alt:: 
regime of public prope rty tradition al ly exist ing in Western Europe. TIle 
management of Enchoria Periousi« in Kythera has been modern ized recen tly 

by means of law 14 I 61l l)~5 (article C:4 ). which could serve as a mode l for the 
other Ionian Islands. The two largest holy institutions of the island, Panagia 
Myrtidiotissa and A ghia M on i have always be longed (since the ir found ing) 10 

the jurisdiction of the Enchoria Perio usia of Kyrhcra and 10 the special ma
nagement of the Comm ittee. 


