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GEORGE KASIMATIS
The institution of Enchoria Periousia (Domestic property)

SUMMARY

The property status of the Tonian Islands, which is still in force today,
differs greatly from that which applies to the regions of Greece that had been
under Ottoman rule. In those regions the land that didn't belong to private
owners belongs to the legal person of the State, whereas in the lonian Islands
it belongs to the local authority and is called Enchorios or Epichorios
Periousia, which existed uninterruptedly during the Venetian and British rules
and remained in force after the union of the Islands with Greece, by means of
the law RN/1866.

In the Ionian Islands Enchoria Periousia covers all property that does
not belong to a private person or to the state by means of a title deed. This
property belongs to the local authority of each island, while its management
was entrusted in each island individually to a Committee, the Committee of
Enchorios or Epichorios Periousia, The Commitiee consisted of represen-
tatives elected by the administrations of the local authority institutions
(communities and municipalities), Today such a Committee exists only in
Kythera and it runs the affairs of Kythera and Antikythera. In the other six
islands, the Enchoria Periousia has either been distributed. in the past. to the

municipalities and communities of each of the larger islands. or has ceased 10
exist as an instritution (in the smaller islands). In these six islands the mana-
gement of many estates has been (illegally) seized by the State. The institution
of Enchoria Periousia, although in force for centuries, is held to be a pro-
gressive institution of decentralized public property, based on the real estate
regime of public property traditionally existing in Western Europe. The
management of Enchoria Periousia in Kythera has been modernized recently
by means of law 1416/1985 (article 84), which could serve as a model for the
other Ionian Islands. The two largest holy institutions of the island, Panagia
Myrtidiotissa and Aghia Moni have always belonged (since their founding) to
the jurisdiction of the Enchoria Periousia of Kythera and to the special ma-
nagement of the Committee.



